City, who had been Chairman of the committee which became the United States Sanitary Commission in the Civil War, forerunner of the American Red Cross. She was profoundly moved by the legends, "Needlessly Blind," beneath some pictures in the report, Miss Schuyler got in touch with Dr. Lewis at once, and set to work interesting philanthropists and leaders of business and various professions in the movement to combat unnecessary blindness.
The 1908 New York State Committee for the Prevention of Blindness became the National Committee in 1915, ultimately renamed the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness. There now are nineteen states with official agencies authorized to work for the prevention of blindness. There are voluntary prevention of blindness societies in five states, in thirteen counties, and in sixteen cities. Although these are organized entirely independently, the National Society cooperates closely with state and local agencies.
Wisconsin, in 1909, was the first state to require prophylactic use of silver nitrate solution in the eyes of all newborn babies. Although required now in many states, the regulation unfortunately is often weakened by various restrictions. Montana and Utah still have no law or regulation.
The reduction in ophthalmia neonatorum as use of silver nitrate has become popular is shown in Fig. 1 As skilled labor became scarce and more older men and women were drawn into industry, the need for an adequate eye health program became more acute. The War Production Board recognized the subject as ". .. a matter of great practical importance to the war effort as well as to post-war production . . ." and cooperated in a program on conservation and utilization of eyesight in industry. Working with other agencies, the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness conducted an appraisal and rendered consultant service to interested employers.
Information about the program went to 25,000 industrial concerns of which 2837 requested additional service. There were 283 concerns employing over 800,000 workers which returned self-appraisal forms voluntarily checked. These gave a great deal of information about current practices. For There is much to be done toward eliminating that blindness known to be unnecessary. Better epidemiological follow-up of cases of ophthalmia neonatorum is needed. Syphilis still exacts a serious toll.
It is necessary to learn more about vision tests appropriate for children of various ages and for college students. In this field industry has seized on a procedure that definitely increases production and has gone ahead of most educational systems in discovering the visual abilities of workers for meeting the visual requirements of specific jobs.
Private physicians and health departments should join to inform the public about the dangers of glaucoma after the age of 35, and about the necessity for constant medical care.
Education on eye health should have a prominent place in any health educational program. The eyes seem able to put up with so much neglect that one forgets how much depends on them for the enjoyment of living. Moreover, visual impairment can reduce one's earning power enormously. Of the blind, 13 out of 14 are dependent on others for support. Eye health activities, therefore, are of great economic significance.
